chapter V
Potytechnisation
"Education means to us these things: (1) intellectual development; (2)
physical development; (3) polytechnical education; which will give know-
ledge relative to the general scientific principles of all production processes, and
will at the same time give children and youths practice in the use of elementary
tools of all branches of production."—mabx.
polytechnisation is not technical training. It is necessary to
emphasise this very strongly in order to dispel the wrong
impression which is abroad. Technical training does not begin
until fifteen or sixteen years. Polytechnisation is both a system
and a method. As a system it acts as the correlating agent
between education and life. As a method it prepares the children
to be skilful and understanding workers of the community. Let
us not be misled by the word worker. In the U.S.S.R. they are
striving to give the term a different connotation from that to
which we are accustomed. The worker of the future is to be a
many sided, fully developed individual He is to be as interested
in matters intellectual and artistic as was the old intelligentsia.
In fact he is to be the new intelligentsia. This necessitates on the
part of the worker much more than the possession of mere craft
or skill. Clever hands in themselves are no longer sufficient. There
is to be understanding of the materials used, and of the signifi-
cance of the product in the economic scheme of the country.
Marxists hold that economic forces shape life, that methods of
production vitally affect the conditions of humanity. Therefore
the individual must not only be a good producer for the new
society, he must understand the scientific basis of production.
He must understand the relation between man and nature and
their interaction, He must know the effect of new productive
processes on the organisation of the factory and the organisation
of the workers. Theory and practice must be linked together so
t!mt the worker regards his work intelligently; so that he knows
its weaning and importance in the scheme of society. All this is

